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Theauthor of American Nations examinesthe history of and solutionsto the key American question:
how best to reconcileindividual liberty with the maintenance of a free society

The struggle between individual rights and the good of the community as a whole has been the basis of
nearly every major disagreement in our history, from the debates at the Constitutional Convention and in the
run up to the Civil War to the fights surrounding the agendas of the Federalists, the Progressives, the New
Dedlers, the civil rights movement, and the Tea Party. In American Character, Colin Woodard traces these
two key strands in American politics through the four centuries of the nation’s existence, from the first
colonies through the Gilded Age, Great Depression and the present day, and he explores how different
regions of the country have successfully or disastrously accommodated them. The independent streak found
its most pernicious form in the antebellum South but was balanced in the Gilded Age by communitarian
reform efforts; the New Deal was an example of a successful coalition between communitarian-minded
Eastern elites and Southerners.

Woodard argues that maintaining aliberal democracy, a society where mass human freedom is possible,
requires finding a balance between protecting individual liberty and nurturing a free society. Going to either
libertarian or collectivist extremes results in tyranny. But where does the “sweet spot” lie in the United
States, afederation of disparate regional cultures that have always strongly disagreed on these issues?
Woodard leads readers on ariveting and revealing journey through four centuries of struggle,
experimentation, successes and failures to provide an answer. His historically informed and pragmatic
suggestions on how to achieve this balance and break the nation’s political deadlock will be of interest to
anyone who cares about the current American predicament—political, ideological, and sociological.
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From reader reviews:
lan Ashlock:

Book iswritten, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle
Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or suitable book with you?

Carolyn Fletcher:

The fedling that you get from American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual
Liberty and the Common Good will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words
the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but American
Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular American Character: A
History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good instantly.

Donna Lacher:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn abook. When you study a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, thiskind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual
Liberty and the Common Good offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Caleb Jones:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty
and the Common Good we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be



doubt to change your life at this book American Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between
Individual Liberty and the Common Good. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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