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What do Jon Stewart, Freddy Krueger, Patch Adams, and George W. Bush have in common? As Paul Lewis shows
in Cracking Up, they are all among the ranks of joke tellers who aim to do much more than simply amuse. Exploring
topics that range from the sadistic mockery of Abu Ghraib prison guards to New Age platitudes about the healing
power of laughter, from jokes used to ridicule the possibility of global climate change to the heartwarming
performances of hospital clowns, Lewis demonstrates that over the past thirty years American humor has become
increasingly purposeful and embattled. 

Navigating this contentious world of controversial, manipulative, and disturbing laughter, Cracking Up argues that
the good news about American humor in our time—that it is delightful, relaxing, and distracting—is also the bad
news. In a culture that both enjoys and quarrels about jokes, humor expresses our most nurturing and hurtful
impulses, informs and misinforms us, and exposes as well as covers up the shortcomings of our leaders. Wondering
what’s so funny about a culture determined to laugh at problems it prefers not to face, Lewis reveals connections
between such seemingly unrelated jokers as Norman Cousins, Hannibal Lecter, Rush Limbaugh, Garry Trudeau, Jay
Leno, Ronald Reagan, Beavis and Butt-Head, and Bill Clinton. The result is a surprising, alarming, and at times
hilarious argument that will appeal to anyone interested in the ways humor is changing our cultural and political
landscapes.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Todd:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a person is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time of Conflict is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Jody Watson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time of Conflict book is
readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer of Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time of Conflict content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time of Conflict is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Jonathan Solis:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time of Conflict.

Jean Hogue:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Cracking Up: American Humor in a Time
of Conflict is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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