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"Sharp’s book reemphasizes the tremendous costs of maintaining the death penalty—costs to real people and
real families that ripple throughout generations to come."—Saundra D. Westervelt, author of Shifting the
Blame: How Victimization Became a Criminal Defense

"Everyone concerned with the effects of capital punishment must have this book."—Margaret Vandiver,
professor, department of criminology and criminal justice, University of Memphis

Murderers, particularly those sentenced to death, are considered by most to be unusually heinous, often sub-
human, and entirely different from the rest of us. In Hidden Victims, sociologist Susan F. Sharp challenges
this culturally ingrained perspective by reminding us that those individuals facing a death sentence, in
addition to being murderers, are brothers or sisters, mothers or fathers, daughters or sons, relatives or friends.
Through a series of vivid and in-depth interviews with families of the accused, she demonstrates how the
exceptionally severe way in which we view those on death row trickles down to those with whom they are
closely connected. Sharp shows how family members and friends—in effect, the indirect victims of the
initial crime—experience a profoundly complicated and socially isolating grief process.

Departing from a humanist perspective from which most accounts of victims are told, Sharp makes her case
from a sociological standpoint that draws out the parallel experiences and coping mechanisms of these
individuals. Chapters focus on responses to sentencing, the particular structure of grieving faced by this
population, execution, aftermath, wrongful conviction, family formation after conviction, and the complex
situation of individuals related to both the killer and the victim.

Powerful, poignant, and intelligently written, Hidden Victims challenges all of us—regardless of which side
of the death penalty you are on—to understand the economic, social, and psychological repercussions that
shape the lives of the often forgotten families of death row inmates.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Adkins:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the
Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Adam Youngblood:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Hidden Victims: The Effects of the
Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) or maybe others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them
to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Hidden
Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society)
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Amelia Page:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
called of book Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues
in Crime and Society). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.

Michael Kautz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by



book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Hidden Victims: The
Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society).
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