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Carol Light’s Heaven from Steam, a finalist for the 2012 Able Muse Book Award, moves effortlessly from
the humorous to the serious, from mundane concerns to sublime. She writes as convincingly of carnal
pleasures as of spiritual mysteries. Light’s playful energy is imbued with pleasing rhythms and sonic
patterns. With surprising wordplay and associations, she renders complex vistas as understandable
simplicities, finds fresh, inventive turns of phrase that will remain with the reader. Her multifarious themes
include questions of faith, divorce, childbearing, cathedrals, the Pacific Northwest, the Prairies,
Italy—especially Rome—and beyond. This visionary debut collection will delight the discerning lover of
poetry.

PRAISE FOR HEAVEN FROM STEAM:

Carol Light’s Heaven from Steam is an extraordinary book, formally adept and wonderfully inventive. Light
is a poet of arresting images and stunning sound effects; she needs just a few short lines to make even the old
symbol of a sunrise worth our attention (“Pink lamé sundogs/ bodyguard/ the bigwig’s dazzled rise”).
However perfect her details, though, and however sublime her phrases, it’s Light’s restless intelligence that
keeps me returning to her work. Here’s a poet who inhabits, rather than frames the world; a poet of gestures,
whose mind and heart are in motion, whether it’s a shrugged shoulder, or rolled eyes, or an open-armed
embrace. Heaven from Steam is a thrilling debut.
—Jason Whitmarsh

The book is marked by a lightness of touch. The overall effect is playful. . . . But she strikes another tone
entirely in the crowning sonnet sequence, “Vicolo del Divino Amore” . . . the nimbleness with which she
weaves and unweaves her lines and imagery around the birth of a yearned-for child.
—Brad Leithauser (from the foreword)

In one of his “Dream Song” poems, John Berryman writes, “The glories of the world struck me, made me
aria, once.” Carol Light, in Heaven from Steam, performs arias again and again; her songs are equal parts
rapturous (“the sun ignites the lantern world”) and disquieting (“billboards blaze/ the end of days”). She
takes up the Etruscan dead and the soon-to-be-living (“my one wish kicked/ and stitched herself into the
world”), and she does so in lines that are musical and moving and often quite funny. She makes a
magnificent debut. Upon finishing the book, readers will demand (like Goethe on his deathbed), “More
Light!”
— Cody Walker

Although these poems span landscapes from the Pacific Northwest to Italy, their true settings are interior, the
complex terrain of an acutely observant and questioning mind. At times playful, at times philosophical, at
times filled with longing, they take us past gulls and bell buoys, cathedrals and cobblestone piazzas, to the
mysteries that surround us—and they do it all with stunning formal dexterity. Heaven from Steam marks the
debut of a vivid poet already at ease with her art.
—Linda Bierds

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:



Carol Light received the Robert H. Winner award from the Poetry Society of America in 2013 and an award
from Artist Trust in 2012. Her poems have appeared in Poetry Northwest, Narrative Magazine, American
Life in Poetry, 32 Poems, and elsewhere. She studied poetry in the University of Washington MFA program,
where she was awarded the Academy of American Poets Prize. She lives with her family in Port Townsend,
Washington.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Heaven from Steam: Poems is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Leigh Weimer:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Heaven from Steam: Poems your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Heaven from Steam: Poems giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Gregory Phipps:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Heaven from Steam: Poems will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Henry Slaughter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Heaven from Steam: Poems when you essential it?
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