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In What Photography Is, James Elkins examines the strange and alluring power of photography in the same
provocative and evocative manner as he explored oil painting in his best-selling What Painting Is. In the
course of an extended imaginary dialogue with Roland Barthes's Camera Lucida, Elkins argues that
photography is also about meaninglessness--its apparently endless capacity to show us things that we do not
want or need to see--and also about pain, because extremely powerful images can sear permanently into our
consciousness. Extensively illustrated with a surprising range of images, the book demonstrates that what
makes photography uniquely powerful is its ability to express the difficulty--physical, psychological,
emotional, and aesthetic--of the act of seeing.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Yunker:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This What Photography Is is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Andre Rosier:

The feeling that you get from What Photography Is is a more deep you excavating the information that hide
within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but What Photography Is giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
What Photography Is instantly.

Robin Harvey:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take What Photography Is as your daily resource
information.

Douglas Ham:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this What Photography Is can make you really feel more interested to read.
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