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At the time of his death, Ulysses S. Grant was the most famous person in America, considered by most
citizens to be equal in stature to George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Yet today his monuments are
rarely visited, his military reputation is overshadowed by that of Robert E. Lee, and his presidency is
permanently mired at the bottom of historical rankings.

In an insightful blend of biography and cultural history, Joan Waugh traces Grant's shifting national and
international reputation, illuminating the role of memory in our understanding of American history. Using a
wide range of written and visual sources--newspaper articles, private and public reminiscences, photographs,
paintings, cartoons, poetry, and much more--Waugh reveals how Grant became the embodiment of the
American nation in the decades after the Civil War. She does not paper over Grant's image as a scandal-
ridden contributor to the worst excesses of the Gilded Age. Instead, she captures a sense of what led
nineteenth-century Americans to overlook Grant's obvious faults and hold him up as a critically important
symbol of national reconciliation and unity. Waugh further shows that Grant's reputation and place in public
memory closely parallel the rise and fall of the northern version of the Civil War story--in which the United
States was the clear, morally superior victor and Grant was the symbol of that victory. By the 1880s, Waugh
shows, after the failure of Reconstruction, the dominant Union myths about the war gave way to a southern
version that emphasized a more sentimental remembrance of the honor and courage of both sides and
ennobled the "Lost Cause." During this social transformation, Grant's public image changed as well. By the
1920s, his reputation had plummeted.

Most Americans today are unaware of how revered Grant was in his lifetime. Joan Waugh uncovers the
reasons behind the rise and fall of his renown, underscoring as well the fluctuating memory of the Civil War
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Curtin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called U. S. Grant:
American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Paul Andrews:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of U. S. Grant: American
Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) to read.

John Starr:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America)
book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer involving U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) content conveys the idea
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War
America) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Tommy Bowles:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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