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In "Good Observers of Nature" Tina Gianquitto examines nineteenth-century American women's intellectual
and aesthetic experiences of nature and investigates the linguistic, perceptual, and scientific systems that
were available to women to describe those experiences.

Many women writers of this period used the natural world as a platform for discussing issues of domesticity,
education, and the nation. To what extent, asks Gianquitto, did these writers challenge the prevalent
sentimental narrative modes (like those used in the popular flower language books) and use scientific
terminology to describe the world around them? The book maps the intersections of the main historical and
narrative trajectories that inform the answer to this question: the changing literary representations of the
natural world in texts produced by women from the 1820s to the 1880s and the developments in science from
the Enlightenment to the advent of evolutionary biology. Though Gianquitto considers a range of women's
nature writing (botanical manuals, plant catalogs, travel narratives, seasonal journals, scientific essays), she
focuses on four writers and their most influential works: Almira Phelps (Familiar Lectures on Botany, 1829),
Margaret Fuller (Summer on the Lakes, in 1843), Susan Fenimore Cooper (Rural Hours, 1850), and Mary
Treat (Home Studies in Nature, 1885).

From these writings emerges a set of common concerns about the interaction of reason and emotion in the
study of nature, the best vocabularies for representing objects in nature (local, scientific, or moral), and the
competing systems for ordering the natural world (theological, taxonomic, or aesthetic). This is an
illuminating study about the culturally assumed relationship between women, morality, and science.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Good
Observers of Nature: American Women and the Scientific Study of the Natural World, 1820-1885 suitable to
you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Good Observers of
Nature: American Women and the Scientific Study of the Natural World, 1820-1885is a single of several
books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
with this book.

Earline Shepler:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Good Observers of Nature: American Women and the Scientific Study of the Natural World, 1820-1885
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Good Observers of Nature: American
Women and the Scientific Study of the Natural World, 1820-1885 giving you a different experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Tom Harris:

The book untitled Good Observers of Nature: American Women and the Scientific Study of the Natural
World, 1820-1885 contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice go through.

Justin Tapscott:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Good Observers of Nature: American Women and the Scientific Study of the



Natural World, 1820-1885 was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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