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The Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition (1936), by C. S. Lewis (ISBN 0192812203), is an
influential exploration of the allegorical treatment of love in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. In the
first chapter, Lewis traces the development of the idea of courtly love from the Provençal troubadours to its
full development in the works of Chrétien de Troyes. It is here that he sets forth a famous characterization of
"the peculiar form which it [courtly love] first took; the four marks of Humility, Courtesy, Adultery, and the
Religion of Love"-the last two of which "marks" have, in particular, been the subject of a good deal of
controversy among later scholars. In the second chapter, Lewis discusses the medieval evolution of the
allegorical tradition in such writers as Bernard Silvestris and Alain de Lille. The remaining chapters, drawing
on the points made in the first two, examine the use of allegory in the depiction of love in a selection of
poetic works, beginning with the Roman de la Rose. The focus, however, is on English works: the poems of
Chaucer, Gower's Confessio Amantis and Usk's Testament of Love, the works of Chaucer's epigones, and
Spenser's Faerie Queene. The book is ornamented with quotations from poems in many languages, including
Classical and Medieval Latin, Middle English, and Old French. The piquant English translations of many of
these are Lewis's own work. --wikipedia
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition.

Lorraine Stark:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Allegory of Love: A Study in
Medieval Tradition is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Charles Buffington:

The reason? Because this Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tradition is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Tara Payton:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval
Tradition can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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