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Almost a century and a half went into the making of My Eighty Years in Texas. It began as a diary, kept by
fifteen-year-old William Physick Zuber after he joined Sam Houston’s Texas army in 1836, hoping he could
emulate the heroism of American Revolutionary patriots. Although his hopes were never realized, Zuber
recorded the privations, victories, and defeats of armies on the move during the Texas Revolution, the Indian
campaigns, and, as he styled it, the Confederate War.
In 1910, at the age of ninety, Zuber began the enormous task of transcribing his diaries and his memories for
publication. After his death in 1913, the handwritten manuscript, Eighty Years in Texas: Reminiscences of a
Texas Veteran from 1830 to 1910, was placed in the Texas State Archives, where it was used as a reference
source by students and scholars of Texas history. Over a half century after Zuber’s death, Janis Boyle
Mayfield finally brought his publication plans to fruition.
Zuber details his early zest for learning and his laborious methods of self-education. He tells of the trials of
organizing and teaching schools in the sparsely populated plains. He recalls the day-by-day happenings of a
private soldier in the Texas army of 1836, the Texas Militia, and the Confederate army—including the
mishaps of army life and the encounters with enemies from San Jacinto to Cape Girardeau. After the Civil
War, his interest turns to the politics of Reconstruction, the veterans’ pension, and the founding of the Texas
Veterans Association.
This is the story of and by an outspoken Texian, complete with his attitudes, principles, and moralizings, and
the nineteenth-century style and flavor of his writing.
Included as an appendix is “An Escape from the Alamo,” the account of Moses Rose for which Zuber, who
was a prolific writer, was best known. A historiography of the Rose story, a bibliography of Zuber’s
published and unpublished writings, annotation, and an introduction are provided by
Llerena Friend.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed My Eighty Years in
Texas (Personal Narratives of the West)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Monica Ceja:

My Eighty Years in Texas (Personal Narratives of the West) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing My Eighty
Years in Texas (Personal Narratives of the West) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Marietta Allred:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually My Eighty Years in Texas (Personal Narratives of the
West) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

David McGowan:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is My Eighty Years in Texas (Personal Narratives of the West) this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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