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What accounts for the persistence of the figure of the black criminal in popular culture created by African
Americans? Unearthing the overlooked history of art that has often seemed at odds with the politics of civil
rights and racial advancement, Under a Bad Sign explores the rationale behind this tradition of criminal self-
representation from the Harlem Renaissance to contemporary gangsta culture.

In this lively exploration, Jonathan Munby takes a uniquely broad view, laying bare the way the criminal
appears within and moves among literary, musical, and visual arts. Munby traces the legacy of badness in
Rudolph Fisher and Chester Himes’s detective fiction and in Claude McKay, Julian Mayfield, and Donald
Goines’s urban experience writing. Ranging from Peetie Wheatstraw’s gangster blues to gangsta rap, he also
examines criminals in popular songs. Turning to the screen, the underworld films of Oscar Micheaux and
Ralph Cooper, the 1970s blaxploitation cycle, and the 1990s hood movie come under his microscope as well.
Ultimately, Munby concludes that this tradition has been a misunderstood aspect of African American civic
life and that, rather than undermining black culture, it forms a rich and enduring response to being outcast in
America.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Lee:

Often the book Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture has a
lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Hilda Dolan:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-Representation
in African American Popular Culture can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?

Diane Merryman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Under a Bad
Sign: Criminal Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture.

Amy Tharp:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Under a Bad Sign: Criminal Self-
Representation in African American Popular Culture to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion
for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Under a Bad Sign: Criminal
Self-Representation in African American Popular Culture can to be your brand new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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