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Any serious attempt to explain social life has to come to terms with sociology's positivist legacy. It is a
heritage on the one hand from the seventeenth-century political arithmeticians and the later moral
statisticians who believed that quantification would provide the basis for a dispassionate analysis of social
affairs; and on the other hand from the nineteenth-century post-Enlightenment social philosophers who were
eager to develop an empirical science of society that would enable them to control social conduct – just as
the physical sciences had provided the knowledge to tame nature. Yet every debate about the relation
between positivism and sociology is clouded by the diversity of uses of the term 'positivism' – uses that are
so varied that some can pronounce positivism dead while others find it still the vital force that dominates
sociology.

The particular merit of Peter Halfpenny's book is that it makes this diversity of uses its central theme. In
order to provide a clear basis from which to assess controversial questions about the contribution of the
positivist traditions to sociology, the book reviews twelve different important uses of the term 'positivism'
that have emerged at different times since the mid-nineteenth century, when Auguste Comte coined both
'positivism' and 'sociology'. This review is conducted by examining the historical development of the two
independent roots of modern sociological positivism – positivist philosophy and statistics – and by analysing
logical positivist philosophy, which in many ways defined the course of twentieth century philosophy of the
social (as well as the natural) sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Harvey:

The book Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing
like a book Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory)?
Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many info for us.
It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Positivism and Sociology: Explaining
Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Wendy Lambert:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life
(Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) as your daily resource information.

Elaine Woodring:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Positivism and Sociology: Explaining
Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social
Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) become your starter.

William Marsh:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Positivism and Sociology: Explaining
Social Life (Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) or others sources were given know-how for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for



teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Positivism and Sociology: Explaining Social Life
(Routledge Library Editions: Social Theory) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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