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Improvisational theatre revolutionized American comedy and Chicago was its home. That city not only
nurtured so much of the best work done; it also spawned many different styles that traveled around the
country and the world. Experienced improv artist Rob Kozlowski trained at Chicago's Second City and
knows firsthand what improv really is and what it can achieve. He tells all in this account of the first 50 years
of the Chicago improv scene.

Kozlowski traces the history of improvisational acting in Chicago from the days of Viola Spolin to the
appearance of the Compass, Second City, and today's practitioners. In between, he takes a detailed look at
Charna Halpern and the ImprovOlympic "revolution," Del Close and the development of a long-form
improvisation called the Harold, and all that followed. Kozlowski also provides a guide to improv troupes
seeking a style that's just right for them, with detailed descriptions of specific productions and discussions of
the implications of pursuing certain improv techniques. His interviews with Annoyance Theater founder
Mick Napier, ImprovOlympic veteran Noah Gregoropoulos, and ImprovOlympic's Training Center Director
Liz Allen reveal the challenges and joys of long-form improvisation and how aspiring improv artists can get
involved.

Whether you're an "SNL" wannabe, a student of improv history, or fan of the art form, this resource will
enlighten you about the workings of America's comedy capital.
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Garrity:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation.

Denita Lumley:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The Art of Chicago Improv:
Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Rose Taylor:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form
Improvisation can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Maria McGhee:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book The
Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation. You can more desirable than now.
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