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Yves-Marie Bercé's The Birth of Absolutism offers a refreshingly original approach to the history of France
between the Edict of Nantes and the personal rule of Louis XIV, a period dominated by the names of two
cardinals, Richelieu and Mazarin. Berce brings to the task not only familiarity with the sources and with the
French historiography, but also a thorough acquaintance with the large body of English and American
research upon seventeenth-century France. This has enabled him to escape the diminishing perspective of an
older French school, the 'grand history told from Paris' which subordinated the course of events to an account
of the inevitable triumph of the 'Royal state'. Bercé's vision of French history is not of a 'one-way ticket to
the future'. The French Crown is beset by aristocratic faction only too ready to avail itself of royal minorities,
religious dissent or provincial grievances in the pursuit of its own ambitions. Richelieu is not only the
brilliant strategist with a mission to undermine Habsburg hegemony in Europe, he is also a political gambler,
staking the very stability of the kingdom on an interventionist foreign policy which was sometimes saved
from utter disaster only by the fortunes of battle. Mazarin is not only the mentor of Louis XIV, but a deft
operator with an uncanny ability to come back from the political dead. Bercé's own researches into
provincial history are put to good effect in showing how the fiscal and military demands of war created
social and economic strains which provoked regular peasant risings and culminated in the more organised
and threatening opposition of the Fronde. The story of early seventeenth-century France is thus one which
might have turned out very differently. It is still, in the end, a story of the rise of absolutism: but it is a highly
resistible, and often fiercely resisted rise.
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From reader reviews:

Cheree Kramer:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Birth of Absolutism: A History of France,
1598-1661 (European Studies Series) to read.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular The Birth of Absolutism:
A History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Keaney:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Birth of Absolutism: A
History of France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Elisa Dumont:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Birth of Absolutism: A History of
France, 1598-1661 (European Studies Series), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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