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The Library of Alexandria, one of the wonders of the Ancient World, has haunted Western culture for over
2,000 years. The Ptolemaic kings of Egypt—successors of Alexander the Great—had a staggering ambition:
to house all of the books ever written under one roof, and the story of the universal library and its destruction
still has the power to move us.

But what was the library, and where was it? Did it exist at all? Contemporary descriptions are vague and
contradictory. The fate of the precious books themselves is a subject of endless speculation.

Canfora resolves these puzzles in one of the most unusual books of classical history ever written. He
recreates the world of Egypt and the Greeks in brief chapters that marry the craft of the novelist and the
discipline of the historian. Anecdotes, conversations, and reconstructions give The Vanished Library the
compulsion of an exotic tale, yet Canfora bases all of them on historical and literary sources, which he
discusses with great panache. As the chilling conclusion to this elegant piece of historical detective work he
establishes who burned the books.

This volume has benefited from the collegial support of The Wake Forest University Studium.
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From reader reviews:

Edwin Courville:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Vanished Library: A Wonder of the
Ancient World (Hellenistic Culture and Society) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search
of best book or ideal book with you?

Roxanne Mazon:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Vanished Library: A Wonder of the Ancient
World (Hellenistic Culture and Society) as the daily resource information.

Lorraine Woodward:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Vanished Library: A Wonder of
the Ancient World (Hellenistic Culture and Society) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Steven Perez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Vanished
Library: A Wonder of the Ancient World (Hellenistic Culture and Society) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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