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Lincoln is the single most compelling figure in our history, but also one of the most enigmatic. Was he the
Great Emancipator, a man of deep convictions who ended slavery in the United States, or simply a reluctant
politician compelled by the force of events to free the slaves? In Father Abraham, Richard Striner offers a
fresh portrait of Lincoln, one that helps us make sense of his many contradictions.
Striner shows first that, if you examine the speeches that Lincoln made in the 1850s, you will have no doubt
of his passion to end slavery. These speeches illuminate the anger, vehemence, and sheer brilliance of
candidate Lincoln, who worked up crowds with charismatic fervor as he gathered a national following. But if
he felt so passionately about abolition, why did he wait so long to release the Emancipation Proclamation?
As Striner points out, politics is the art of the possible, and Lincoln was a consummate politician, a shrewd
manipulator who cloaked his visionary ethics in the more pragmatic garb of the coalition-builder. He was at
bottom a Machiavellian prince for a democratic age. When secession began, Lincoln used the battle cry of
saving the Union to build a power base, one that would eventually break the slave-holding states forever.
Striner argues that Lincoln was a rare man indeed: a fervent idealist and a crafty politician with a remarkable
gift for strategy. It was the harmonious blend of these two qualities, Striner concludes, that made Lincoln's
role in ending slavery so fundamental.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Travis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Father Abraham: Lincoln's Relentless
Struggle to End Slavery is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Brian Alexander:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an
individual more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
you to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
other folks. When you read this Father Abraham: Lincoln's Relentless Struggle to End Slavery, it is possible
to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a guide.

Simona Vela:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Father Abraham: Lincoln's Relentless Struggle to End
Slavery can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Barbara Robbins:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Father Abraham: Lincoln's Relentless Struggle to End Slavery when you desired it?
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