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"Management fads in higher education will never be the same. Birnbaum's penetrating analysis reveals in the
clearest possible terms why fads die an early death."
--Burton R. Clark, Allan M. Carter Professor Emeritus of Higher Education and Sociology, University of
California, Los Angeles

"Anyone in higher education leadership should read this critical and amusing book. It goes much further than
the dull descriptions of management techniques for universities and colleges. It is fair, convincing, and well
documented."
--Frans van Vught, Rector Magnificus, University of Twente, The Netherlands

When is a management innovation truly a good idea, and when is it only a fad? In this thoughtful book,
Robert Birnbaum scrutinizes the rise and fall of management fads in higher education since the 1960s. He
shows administrators and faculty how to move beyond the hype of new fads to make wise, informed
decisions and adopt sound management policies.

Birnbaum begins by analyzing the historical development of seven major management systems in higher
education. From these histories, he develops a model for understanding the life cycle of management
innovations, including their creation, development, and eventual adoption or abandonment. He then explains
the social and environmental factors that make institutions vulnerable to fads, plus the psychological issues
that may lead academic managers to support failing fads. This comprehensive resource is for anyone who
wants to understand how management innovations can be used to strengthen the educational and social
purposes of higher education.

To read the first chapter of this book, Seeking the Grail: The Never-Ending Quest, click here.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Brown:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Management
Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail is kind of publication
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Carolyn Bailey:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Management Fads in Higher Education: Where
They Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail as your daily resource information.

Kevin Vickers:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is Management Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come From, What They Do,
Why They Fail.

Kimberly Johnson:

This Management Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail is
fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Management Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come From, What They Do, Why They
Fail can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually



looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
and knowledge.
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