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Alberto Manguel praises the Hungarian writer László Földényi as “one of the most brilliant essayists of our
time.”  Földényi’s extraordinary Melancholy, with its profusion of literary, ecclesiastical, artistic, and
historical insights, gives proof to such praise. His book, part history of the term melancholy and part analysis
of the melancholic disposition, explores many centuries to explore melancholy’s ambiguities. Along the way
Földényi discovers the unrecognized role melancholy may play as a source of energy and creativity in a
well-examined life.
 
Földényi begins with a tour of the history of the word melancholy, from ancient Greece to the medieval era,
the Renaissance, and modern times. He finds the meaning of melancholy has always been ambiguous, even
paradoxical. In our own times it may be regarded either as a psychic illness or a mood familiar to everyone.
The author analyzes the complexities of melancholy and concludes that its dual nature reflects the inherent
tension of birth and mortality. To understand the melancholic disposition is to find entry to some of the
deepest questions one’s life.
 
This distinguished translation brings Földényi’s work directly to English-language readers for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Kirk Fonseca:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic
of Letters). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Willie Grajeda:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters)
as the daily resource information.

Michael Hilton:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Melancholy
(The Margellos World Republic of Letters) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters)is the main
of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world within this book.

Margo Soares:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Melancholy (The Margellos World Republic of Letters) can be good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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