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Every year migrants across the globe send more than $500 billion to relatives in their home countries, and
this circulation of money has important personal, cultural, and emotional implications for the immigrants and
their family members alike. Insufficient Funds tells the story of how low-wage Vietnamese immigrants in the
United States and their poor, non-migrant family members give, receive, and spend money.

Drawing on interviews and fieldwork with more than one hundred members of transnational families, Hung
Cam Thai examines how and why immigrants, who largely earn low wages as hairdressers, cleaners, and
other "invisible" workers, send home a substantial portion of their earnings, as well as spend lavishly on
relatives during return trips. Extending beyond mere altruism, this spending is motivated by complex social
obligations and the desire to gain self-worth despite their limited economic opportunities in the United
States. At the same time, such remittances raise expectations for standards of living, producing a cascade
effect that monetizes family relationships. Insufficient Funds powerfully illuminates these and other
contradictions associated with money and its new meanings in an increasingly transnational world.
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Blue:

The guide with title Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families includes
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Patrick Pierce:

The reason why? Because this Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational
Families is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the
book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Fernande Hairston:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Insufficient Funds: The Culture of
Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Insufficient
Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jo Jordan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Insufficient Funds: The Culture of Money in Low-Wage Transnational Families can be your answer as it can
be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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