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Almost a century and a half went into the making of My Eighty Years in Texas. It began as a diary, kept by
fifteen-year-old William Physick Zuber after he joined Sam Houston’s Texas army in 1836, hoping he could
emulate the heroism of American Revolutionary patriots. Although his hopes were never realized, Zuber
recorded the privations, victories, and defeats of armies on the move during the Texas Revolution, the Indian
campaigns, and, as he styled it, the Confederate War.

In 1910, at the age of ninety, Zuber began the enormous task of transcribing his diaries and his memories for
publication. After his death in 1913, the handwritten manuscript, 1, was placed in the Texas State Archives,
where it was used as a reference source by students and scholars of Texas history. Over a half century after
Zuber’s death, Janis Boyle Mayfield finally brought his publication plans to fruition.

Zuber details his early zest for learning and his laborious methods of self-education. He tells of the trials of
organizing and teaching schools in the sparsely populated plains. He recalls the day-by-day happenings of a
private soldier in the Texas army of 1836, the Texas Militia, and the Confederate army—including the
mishaps of army life and the encounters with enemies from San Jacinto to Cape Girardeau. After the Civil
War, his interest turns to the politics of Reconstruction, the veterans’ pension, and the founding of the Texas
Veterans Association.

This is the story of and by an outspoken Texian, complete with his attitudes, principles, and moralizings, and
the nineteenth-century style and flavor of his writing.

Included as an appendix is “An Escape from the Alamo,” the account of Moses Rose for which Zuber, who
was a prolific writer, was best known. A historiography of the Rose story, a bibliography of Zuber’s
published and unpublished writings, annotation, and an introduction are provided by Llerena Friend.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Milliner:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this My Eighty
Years in Texas (Personal narratives of the West), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Pamela Bradley:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the information about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this My Eighty
Years in Texas (Personal narratives of the West).

Gretchen Meehan:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this My Eighty Years in Texas (Personal narratives of the West) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Henry Heath:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book My Eighty Years in Texas (Personal
narratives of the West) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book



and study it. Beside that the e-book My Eighty Years in Texas (Personal narratives of the West) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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