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We are a weird species. Like other species, we have a culture. But by comparison with other species, we are
strangely unstable: human cultures self-transform, diverge, and multiply with bewildering speed. They vary,
radically and rapidly, from time to time and place to place. And the way we live - our manners, morals,
habits, experiences, relationships, technology, values - seems to be changing at an ever accelerating pace.
The effects can be dislocating, baffling, sometimes terrifying. Why is this?

In A Foot in the River, best-selling historian Felipe Fernandez-Armesto sifts through the evidence and offers
some radical answers to these very big questions about the human species and its history - and speculates on
what these answers might mean for our future. Combining insights from a huge range of disciplines,
including history, biology, anthropology, archaeology, philosophy, sociology, ethology, zoology,
primatology, psychology, linguistics, the cognitive sciences, and even business studies, he argues that culture
is exempt from evolution. Ultimately, no environmental conditions, no genetic legacy, no predictable
patterns, no scientific laws determine our behaviour. We can consequently make and remake our world in the
freedom of unconstrained imaginations.

A revolutionary book which challenges scientistic assumptions about culture and how and why cultural
change happens, A Foot in the River comes to conclusions which readers may well find by turns both
daunting and also potentially hugely liberating.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
other individuals. When you read this A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change - and the Limits of
Evolution, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Therese Watson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change - and the Limits of Evolution
this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Bernard Davisson:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change -
and the Limits of Evolution can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

David Mathews:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Foot in the River: Why Our Lives Change - and
the Limits of Evolution can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Foot in the River: Why Our



Lives Change - and the Limits of Evolution.
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