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In this careful and compelling study, Ryan K. Balot brings together political theory, classical history, and
ancient philosophy in order to reinterpret courage as a specifically democratic virtue. Ranging from
Thucydides and Aristophanes to the Greek tragedians and Plato, Balot shows that the ancient Athenians
constructed a novel vision of courage that linked this virtue to fundamental democratic ideals such as
freedom, equality, and practical rationality. The Athenian ideology of courage had practical implications for
the conduct of war, for gender relations, and for the citizens' self-image as democrats. In revising traditional
ideals, Balot argues, the Athenians reimagined the emotional and cognitive motivations for courage in ways
that will unsettle and transform our contemporary discourses. Without losing sight of political tensions and
practical conflicts, Balot illustrates the merits of the Athenian ideal, provocatively explaining its potential to
enlarge our contemporary understandings of politics and ethics. The result is a remarkable interdisciplinary
work that has significant implications for the theory and practice of democracy, both ancient and modern.
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From reader reviews:

Shane McKeel:

Here thing why that Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and
Critique in Classical Athens giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no guide that similar with Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in
Classical Athens. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical
Athens in e-book can be your alternative.

Timothy Rocha:

The particular book Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Martha Howell:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Courage in the
Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So
, for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Courage in the
Democratic Polis: Ideology and Critique in Classical Athens become your own personal starter.

William McNeill:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is actually Courage in the Democratic Polis: Ideology and
Critique in Classical Athens. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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