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On the final day of its 2008 term, a sharply divided U.S. Supreme Court issued a 5-to-4 decision striking
down the District of Columbia's stringent gun control laws as a violation of the Second Amendment.
Reversing almost seventy years of settled precedent, the high court reinterpreted the meaning of the "right of
the people to keep and bear arms" to affirm an individual right to own a gun in the home for purposes of
self-defense. The landmark ruling not only opened a new chapter in the contentious history of gun rights and
gun control but also revealed both the strengths and problems of originalist constitutional theory and
jurisprudence.

This volume brings together some of the best scholarship on the Heller case, with essays by legal scholars
and historians representing a range of ideological viewpoints and applying different interpretive frameworks.
Following the editors' introduction, which describes the issues involved and the arguments on each side, the
essays are organized into four sections. The first includes two of the most important historical briefs filed in
the case, while the second offers different views of the role of originalist theory. Section three presents
opposing interpretations of the ruling and its relationship to modern constitutional doctrine. The final section
explores historical research post-Heller, including new findings on patterns of gun ownership in colonial and
Revolutionary America.

In addition to the editors, contributors include Nelson Lund, Joyce Lee Malcolm, Jack Rakove, Reva B.
Siegel, Cass R. Sunstein, Kevin M. Sweeney, and J. Harvie Wilkinson III.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Drew:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Second Amendment on Trial: Critical Essays on
District of Columbia v. Heller. Try to the actual book The Second Amendment on Trial: Critical Essays on
District of Columbia v. Heller as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Brian Crafton:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Second Amendment
on Trial: Critical Essays on District of Columbia v. Heller? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Kimberly Moore:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Second Amendment on Trial: Critical Essays on District of Columbia v. Heller your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Second Amendment on Trial: Critical Essays on
District of Columbia v. Heller giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Mary Barnett:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top listing
in your reading list is definitely The Second Amendment on Trial: Critical Essays on District of Columbia v.
Heller. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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