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The Star of Bethlehem is still one of the most popular, and puzzling mysteries of the Bible. Its inclusion, at
the very beginning of the very first Gospel, raises so many awkward questions for orthodox Christianity that
one has to wonder how it ever made the canonical cut in the first place.

So why would the authors (and editors) of the Christian gospels choose Zoroastrian Magi and astrology to
herald the coming of Jesus Christ? Did the Magi have some special significance then that we have since lost?
After all, the New Testament narrative opens with them. So who were the Magi, and did their astrological
beliefs really lead them to Jesus?

Now, for the first time, in The Star of the Magi, an author with a solid background in the history of
astrology in ancient religion examines the Star. The result is a breathtaking blend of history, religious
studies, astronomy, and astrology that tells the whole story as it has never been told before.

The Magi had definite expectations of a coming world savior who would be born of a virgin; all
mysteriously encoded and foretold in Magian astrology. These ancient Persian beliefs had tremendous
bearing on the development of Jewish Messianic expectations--it inspired early Christians and their Jewish
and Persian neighbors, and gave them hope in their desperate battles against the Romans. Astronomy alone
cannot unlock the secrets of the Star. There are simply too many phenomena to choose from--even
astronomers concede that that we must now look to astrology for better answers.

The Persian, Zoroastrian astrology of the Magi is the key to this Christian mystery, and The Star of the
Magi sheds new light on the role of astrology in the rise of monotheism and Messianic expectations
throughout the ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

Priscilla McCreary:

The book The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That Heralded the Coming of Christ gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That Heralded the Coming of Christ being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a publication The Star of the Magi: The
Mystery That Heralded the Coming of Christ. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Bertie Lewis:

Here thing why this kind of The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That Heralded the Coming of Christ are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That
Heralded the Coming of Christ giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no book that similar with The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That Heralded the
Coming of Christ. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in
which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That Heralded the
Coming of Christ in e-book can be your alternate.

David Conover:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That
Heralded the Coming of Christ is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ruth Coleman:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is The Star of the Magi: The Mystery That Heralded the Coming of
Christ. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By



looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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