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The only manuscripts to survive that lead to the production of one of William Blake's published illuminated
books are those of the Songs of Innocence and of Experience, his most accessible and best-loved work. Here,
one of the world's foremost authorities on Blake's manuscripts and illuminated printing details the evolution
of this masterwork and its entire production process.

In the manuscript known as An Island in the Moon are found the beginnings of Songs of Innocence and in the
Manuscript Notebook, a treasure of the British Library, over fifty poems in draft leading to Songs of
Experience. All of the pages in manuscript of Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience are reproduced in
color facsimile, including many of the drawings used in illustration, granting the reader a singular view of
the artist's mind at work. Michael Phillips details the stages of Blake's composition and his remarkable
technique of relief etching text and design on a single copperplate. For the first time, he demonstrates Blake's
development of selective color printing of the design in opaque pigments over the original monochrome
impression. Used in producing the first copies of Songs of Experience, this second step accounts for their
dramatic contrast with the first issues of Songs of Innocence, which were hand-colored in transparent
watercolors.

Blake united Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience in 1794 and produced copies in greater numbers
than any other work until his death. In the past, the last copies Blake made have been reproduced because of
their elaborate and expensive decoration. Phillips concentrates upon the first copies, revealing the original
conception of the work. An impressive selection of these plates are reproduced for the first time.

This beautifully illustrated book is a major contribution to Blake studies. It will delight Blake enthusiasts and
all who are fascinated by the extraordinary processes of creation and reproduction it describes.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

The ability that you get from William Blake: The Creation of the Songs, From Manuscript to Illuminated
Printing may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but William Blake: The
Creation of the Songs, From Manuscript to Illuminated Printing giving you joy feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this specific William Blake: The Creation of the Songs, From
Manuscript to Illuminated Printing instantly.

Troy Munoz:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition info. Even you love William Blake: The Creation of the Songs, From Manuscript to
Illuminated Printing, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.

Robert Qualls:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. William Blake: The Creation of the Songs, From Manuscript to Illuminated
Printing can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Anthony Lucas:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and William Blake: The Creation of the Songs,
From Manuscript to Illuminated Printing or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes William Blake: The Creation of the Songs, From
Manuscript to Illuminated Printing to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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