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A comprehensive natural history of nature's smallest bird species.

The tiny hummingbird has long been a source of fascination for birdwatchers and naturalists alike. They
number 300 species and Ronald Orenstein has a passion for all of them.

Hummingbirds are the smallest birds in the world. A hummingbird egg is the size of a pea, barely, and the
chick that emerges will be smaller than a penny, if that. But these tiny birds pack a powerful engine: a
hummingbird's heart beats more than 1,200 times per minute.

Nicknamed the "avian helicopter", a hummingbird's wings beat from 70 times per second in direct flight, to
more than 200 times per second when diving. Not surprisingly, that whirlwind of wing power creates a
humming sound. To fuel such energy, hummingbirds must eat as much as eight times their body weight on a
daily basis, which means visiting an average of 1,000 flowers -- every day -- to get enough nectar.

Hummingbirds are found in North and South America, with the greatest number in Ecuador, although some
species breed as far north as Canada. Most species migrate from Mexico to Alaska, a distance of more than
5,000 miles.

In this book Orenstein covers all aspects of hummingbird natural history, their relationship with the plants on
which they feed, the miracle of their flight, their elaborate social life and nesting behavior, and their
renowned feats of migration.

More than 170 color photographs of these magnificent creatures, taken in the wild, adorn the pages of
Hummingbirds. Birders and natural history readers alike will gain new insight into the tiny bird and revel in
the stunning images.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Hummingbirds. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Hummingbirds. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Theodore Pritchard:

The book Hummingbirds make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make studying a book Hummingbirds to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like start and read a guide Hummingbirds. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Rebecca Stark:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list is Hummingbirds. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.

Mac Cutter:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Hummingbirds to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Hummingbirds can to be your friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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