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Absorbing Roman poet Ovid's tales of transformation in Metamorphoses and adding his own dash of art-
historical figuration and contemporary pop culture, Mark Ryden broaches new terrain with The Tree Show.
"Arcadian Gothic" might hint at the nature of this new work, and fans of Ryden will find familiar
preoccupations in these new paintings, drawings and sculptures--made since his first solo show in 1998--
transposed to new pastures. Never reluctant to freight his work with layers of reference that range from
Renaissance landscape and Neoclassical portrait painting to occultism and literature, in his latest works
Ryden combines the arcane with pop-cultural images as ground from which to make his carefully executed
leaps into fantasy. Ryden's series includes depictions of oak trees consuming children, floating tree stumps
with "seeing" eyes, imaginary wood nymphs and mythological characters who personify Nature herself.
Ryden paints his characters with a masterful, porcelain glow reminiscent of Ingres and renders his trees with
a care that evokes Audubon's botanical illustration. Several of his paintings are presented in elaborately
carved frames that project their narratives beyond the canvas. The Tree Show offers reproductions of these
paintings and sculptures alongside the fruits of Ryden's research on the tree as myth--drawing from the
Buddha's Bodhi Tree to Adam and Eve, the Sephiroth of the Kabbalah and matters of ecological science. As
such, this volume constitutes an enticing dossier on Ryden's encyclopedic exploration of the subject and
reproduces in its entirety this series centered around the arboreal world.
Mark Ryden was born in Medford, Oregon, and received a BFA in 1987 from Art Center College of Design
in Pasadena. He currently lives and works in Los Angeles.
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From reader reviews:

George Privette:

With other case, little people like to read book Mark Ryden: The Tree Show. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Mark Ryden: The Tree
Show. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
study.

Jason Scott:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Mark Ryden: The
Tree Show suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled
Mark Ryden: The Tree Showis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world with this book.

Frances York:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Mark Ryden: The Tree Show can be fine book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Judy Sigmund:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Mark Ryden: The Tree Show can make you experience more
interested to read.
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