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Victor Hugo's work presents the reader with a paradox nowhere more apparent than in the collection of more
than 150 lyric poems entitled Les Contemplations. Although he insisted upon structural unity, his complex
artistic creations often seem disordered and digressive. Suzanne Nash examines this contradiction, and she
proposes here a new approach to Les Contemplations that reveals how it may be read as a unified allegory of
Hugo's understanding of the creative process.

The author's reading heightens the subtleties of individual poems by placing them within the context of the
collection. She clarifies the poet's use of rhetorical devices and. illuminating Les Contemplations as a
metapoetic creation, shows how it can serve as a guide to Hugo's other works.

The first two chapters present evidence of Hugo's narrative intention, place his work within an allegorical
tradition, and describe the structure of the allegory. One poem, Pasteurs et troupeaux, is analyzed as a
paradigm for the whole, and a single theme, that of Léopoldine as sacrificial muse and figure for poetic
language, is traced through the six books. The author demonstrates Hugo's narrative purpose in his use of
rhetorical forms and examines (according to predominance of themes, images, and technical devices) the six
chapters as steps in the religio-poetic allegory.

Originally published in 1977.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled LES CONTEMPLATIONS of Victor Hugo: An
Allegory of the Creative Process (Princeton Legacy Library) can be great book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Cora Gallien:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this LES CONTEMPLATIONS of
Victor Hugo: An Allegory of the Creative Process (Princeton Legacy Library) e-book written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still skepticism LES CONTEMPLATIONS of Victor Hugo: An Allegory of the Creative Process
(Princeton Legacy Library) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

James Reed:

This LES CONTEMPLATIONS of Victor Hugo: An Allegory of the Creative Process (Princeton Legacy
Library) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately
using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having LES CONTEMPLATIONS of Victor Hugo: An
Allegory of the Creative Process (Princeton Legacy Library) in your hand like obtaining the world in your
arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt in which?

Enrique Boggs:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book LES CONTEMPLATIONS of Victor Hugo: An
Allegory of the Creative Process (Princeton Legacy Library) was colourful and of course has pictures on the



website. As we know that book LES CONTEMPLATIONS of Victor Hugo: An Allegory of the Creative
Process (Princeton Legacy Library) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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