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In Battle Cry Of Freedom, James M. McPherson presented a fascinating, concise general history of the
defining American conflict. With What They Fought For, he focuses his considerable talents on what
motivated theindividual soldier to fight. In an exceptional and highly original Civil War analysis,
McPherson draws on the letters and diaries of nearly one thousand Union and Confederate soldiers, giving
voice to the very men who risked their livesin the conflict. His conclusion that most of them felt a

keen sense of patriotic and ideological commitment counters the prevailing belief that Civil War

soldiers had little or no idea of what they were lighting for. In their letters home and their diaries -- neither
of which were subject to censorship -- these men were able to comment, in writing, on awide variety of
issues connected with their war experience. Their insights show how deeply felt and strongly held their
convictions were and reveal far more careful thought on the ideological issues of the war than has
previously been thought to betrue. Living only eighty years after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, Civil War soldiersfelt the legacy and responsibility entrusted to them by the Founding
Fathersto to preserve fragile democracy -- be it through secession or union -- as something worth dying for.
In What They Fought For, McPherson takes individual voices and places them in the great and terrible
choir of acountry divided against itself. The result is both an impressive scholarly tour de force and

a lively, highly accessible account of the sentiments of both Northern and Southern soldiers during

the national trauma of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Monson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Holt
McDougal Library: What They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lecturesin
Southern History, Louisia)? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have other opinion?

Doris Snell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Holt McDougal Library: What They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter
Lynwood Fleming Lecturesin Southern History, Louisia) why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jose Said:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It al right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Holt McDougal Library: What
They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lecturesin Southern History, Louisia)
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

James Voyles.

Y ou can get this Holt McDougal Library: What They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood
Fleming Lectures in Southern History, Louisia) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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