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For a century we read in books and newspapers and saw on screen, the legend of what is the most famous
feud in American history: the Hatfields and the McCoys. What we had was legend, and not history, because
the story consisted of afew historical eventsinside several layers of tall tales and fables reported by the
yellow journalists of the late nineteenth century.

Except for the raids into West Virginia by Frank Phillips posse in 1887-8, al the documented events
connected to the feud occurred in Pike County, Kentucky. The feud story, like the Phillips posse, was largely
made in Pikeville, in 1888.

The Pikeville stories were manufactured by men who had two primary goals: 1) They wanted to see astory
published which would facilitate the conviction of Wall Hatfield and the other eight members of the Hatfield
faction who werein jail in Pikeville, and, 2) They wanted to justify the two cold-blooded murders that had
been committed only days before the reporters arrived by the leader of their posse, Frank Phillips.

Everything in the early writings of the big city reporters was given to them by men with those two interests
foremost in their minds.

It isimpossible to overstate the importance of the fact that none of the original feud story, which forms the
basisfor al the succeeding iterations, was taken from the actual record. It isall hearsay, and the hearsay
came from the most prejudiced sources imaginable. The Pikeville elite not only had "adog in the fight," they
had the whole damn pack in it.

The same moneyed interests that owned the newspapers also wanted the vast minera riches underlying the
land occupied by the Hatfields and McCoys, and their reporters depictions of the people of Tug Valley as
immoral and violent barbarians helped to make the swindle more palatable to the public.

The Hatfield and McCoy feud is probably unique among all the eventsin history in that writers of feud-
based fiction are more constrained than are writers of feud history. The good fiction writer is always careful
to avoid writing something that is patently impossible. A fiction writer would never say that twelve hundred
people regularly attended a church in an isolated mountain hollow that had only two dozen members. A
"True Story" of the feud, can say that and still have reviewers from prestigious media organs laud its factual
accuracy.

Asfiction can be made just as exciting as the screenwriter or author desires, the 2012 TV epic, "Hatfields &
McCoys," and the recent fictional 'history" books are great entertainment, but they are not history.

Some of the books that followed the Kevin Costner movie contain an even greater ratio of fable to facts than
did the movie. With arare combination of facts and humor, this author calls them all to task.

Tom E. Dotson, holder of a Cornell masters degreein labor history, and descended from both the Hatfields



and McCoys, asks the question: "When only five Hatfields (along with three McCoys) were among the
twenty men indicted for the vigilante daying of the three McCoysin 1882, and only nine of the forty who
rode with the Phillips posse in 1887-8 were McCoys, why isit called "The Hatfield and McCoy feud'?"

With solid research and a unique insight, Dotson answers that question.
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From reader reviews:
Jack Evans:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin Costner: Rescuing
History. Try to the actual book The Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin Costner: Rescuing History as your
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So, let us make new experience along with
knowledge with this book.

Dolly Taylor:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.

When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin Costner: Rescuing History, you are able to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Bradley:

Precisely why? Because this The Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin Costner: Rescuing History isan
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you alot of rewards than the other book have got such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If |
have been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

April Hannah:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Hatfield & McCoy Feud after Kevin
Costner: Rescuing History, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to missit?



What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its named reading friends.
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