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States like Russia and Ukraine may not have gone back to totalitarianism or the traditional authoritarian
formula of stuffing the ballot box, cowing the population and imprisoning the opposition–or not obviously.
But a whole industry of “political technology” has developed instead, with shadowy private firms and
government “fixers” on lucrative contracts dedicated to the black arts of organizing electoral success.

This book uncovers the sophisticated techniques of the “virtual” political system used to legitimize post-
Soviet regimes: entire fake parties, phantom political rivals and “scarecrow” opponents. And it exposes the
paramount role of the mass media in projecting these creations and in falsifying the entire political process.

Wilson argues that it is not primarily economic problems that have made it so difficult to develop meaningful
democracy in the former Soviet world. Although the West also has its “spin doctors,” dirty tricks, and
aggressive ad campaigns, it is the unique post-Bolshevik culture of “political technology” that is the main
obstacle to better governance in the region, to real popular participation in public affairs, and to the
modernization of the political economy in the longer term.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Virtual Politics:
Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Joshua Smith:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-
Soviet World can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Sammy Cheney:

Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in
the Post-Soviet World nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

David Furtado:

You can get this Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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