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Do you "know" that posh comes from an acronym meaning "port out, starboard home"? That "the whole nine
yards" comes from (pick one) the length of a WWII gunner's belt; the amount of fabric needed to make a kilt;
a sarcastic football expression? That Chicago is called "The Windy City" because of the bloviating habits of
its politicians, and not the breeze off the lake?

If so, you need this book. David Wilton debunks the most persistently wrong word histories, and gives, to the
best of our actual knowledge, the real stories behind these perennially mis-etymologized words.

In addition, he explains why these wrong stories are created, disseminated, and persist, even after being
corrected time and time again. What makes us cling to these stories, when the truth behind these words and
phrases is available, for the most part, at any library or on the Internet?

Arranged by chapters, this book avoids a dry A-Z format. Chapters separate misetymologies by kind,
including The Perils of Political Correctness (picnics have nothing to do with lynchings), Posh, Phat
Pommies (the problems of bacronyming--the desire to make every word into an acronym), and CANOE
(which stands for the Conspiracy to Attribute Nautical Origins to Everything).

Word Myths corrects long-held and far-flung examples of wrong etymologies, without taking the fun out of
etymology itself. It's the best of both worlds: not only do you learn the many wrong stories behind these
words, you also learn why and how they are created--and what the real story is.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends can
be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Randy Hunter:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure. People is
human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be
Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban Legends.

Gordon Miller:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic
Urban Legends can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Laurie Cales:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Word Myths: Debunking Linguistic Urban
Legends can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Word Myths: Debunking
Linguistic Urban Legends.
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