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Given time, scientists reach consensus about the truth or falsity of a wide range of alleged hazards. Today,
there is broad agreement that CFCs destroy stratospheric ozone. On the other hand, research does not support
claims that electromagnetic fields from transmission lines cause a noticeable increase of leukemia. But new
allegations continuously arise. Are manufactured chemicals in the environment distorting normal hormonal
processes in our bodies? Are genetically modified foods a cause for concern?

Addressing one of the most vexing problems in risk policy, Allan Mazur asks how we can tell, at an early
stage, how seriously we should take a new warning. To identify hallmarks that could help predict the truth or
falsity of an alleged hazard, Mazur analyzes 31 health warnings raised during the 1950s and 1960s about
diverse technologies, including fluoridation, DDT, cyclamate, nuclear weapons testing, and birth control
pills. Among his considerations are the initial source of an alarm, the biases held by its primary 'sponsors,'
and the type of media coverage it receives. With 30 to 50 years of hindsight, he identifies characteristics -
apparent from the outset of a controversy - that most effectively distinguish true warnings from false alarms.
Early recognition and a timely response to a genuine hazard are important to protect our environment, health,
and economic well-being. But if we act quickly and a warning turns out to be false, money is wasted, people
are needlessly frightened, regulators lose credibility, and our ability to appropriately handle the next set of
risks is compromised. Mazur's findings do not provide certainty about which of today's warnings will prove
true and which will prove false. But they do help us to make informed judgments about where it is best and
most reasonable to direct our worries and resources.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Beaudry:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled True
Warnings and False Alarms: "Evaluating Fears about the Health Risks of Technology, 1948-1971"? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Thelma Burke:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the True Warnings and False Alarms: "Evaluating
Fears about the Health Risks of Technology, 1948-1971" is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Leroy Raymond:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will
certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in
spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be True Warnings and False Alarms:
"Evaluating Fears about the Health Risks of Technology, 1948-1971".

Chad Steinberger:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this True Warnings and False Alarms: "Evaluating Fears about the Health Risks of Technology,
1948-1971" can make you sense more interested to read.
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