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The Pulitzer Prize–winning, best-selling author of Founding Brothers and His Excellency brings America’s
preeminent first couple to life in a moving and illuminating narrative that sweeps through the American
Revolution and the republic’s tenuous early years.
John and Abigail Adams left an indelible and remarkably preserved portrait of their lives together in their
personal correspondence: both Adamses were prolific letter writers (although John conceded that Abigail
was clearly the more gifted of the two), and over the years they exchanged more than twelve hundred letters.
Joseph J. Ellis distills this unprecedented and unsurpassed record to give us an account both intimate and
panoramic; part biography, part political history, and part love story.

Ellis describes the first meeting between the two as inauspicious—John was twenty-four, Abigail just fifteen,
and each was entirely unimpressed with the other. But they soon began a passionate correspondence that
resulted in their marriage five years later.

Over the next decades, the couple were separated nearly as much as they were together. John’s political
career took him first to Philadelphia, where he became the boldest advocate for the measures that would lead
to the Declaration of Independence. Yet in order to attend the Second Continental Congress, he left his wife
and children in the middle of the war zone that had by then engulfed Massachusetts. Later he was sent to
Paris, where he served as a minister to the court of France alongside Benjamin Franklin. These years apart
stressed the Adamses’ union almost beyond what it could bear: Abigail grew lonely, while the Adams
children suffered from their father’s absence.

John was elected the nation’s first vice president, but by the time of his reelection, Abigail’s health prevented
her from joining him in Philadelphia, the interim capital. She no doubt had further reservations about moving
to the swamp on the Potomac when John became president, although this time he persuaded her. President
Adams inherited a weak and bitterly divided country from George Washington. The political situation was
perilous at best, and he needed his closest advisor by his side: “I can do nothing,” John told Abigail after his
election, “without you.”

In Ellis’s rich and striking new history, John and Abigail’s relationship unfolds in the context of America’s
birth as a nation.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

The book First Family: Abigail and John Adams gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book First Family: Abigail
and John Adams for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and
read a guide First Family: Abigail and John Adams. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Cynthia Richards:

This First Family: Abigail and John Adams book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
specific First Family: Abigail and John Adams without we know teach the one who reading through it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry First Family: Abigail and John Adams can
bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even telephone. This First Family: Abigail and John Adams having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

John Bradley:

Here thing why that First Family: Abigail and John Adams are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. First Family: Abigail and John Adams giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with First Family: Abigail and John Adams. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of First Family: Abigail and John Adams in e-book can be your choice.

Avis Marguez:

The book untitled First Family: Abigail and John Adams contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author gives
you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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