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In imperial China, intellectuals devoted years of their lives to passing rigorous examinations in order to
obtain a civil service position in the state bureaucracy. This traditional employment of the literati class
conferred social power and moral legitimacy, but changing social and political circumstances in the Ming
(1368–1644) and Qing (1644–1911) periods forced many to seek alternative careers. Politically engaged but
excluded from their traditional bureaucratic roles, creative writers authored critiques of state power in the
form of fiction written in the vernacular language.

In this study, Liangyan Ge examines the novels Romance of the Three Kingdoms, The Scholars, Dream of
the Red Chamber (also known as Story of the Stone), and a number of erotic pieces, showing that as the
literati class grappled with its own increasing marginalization, its fiction reassessed the assumption that
intellectuals’ proper role was to serve state interests and began to imagine possibilities for a new political
order.
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From reader reviews:

Rick Braden:

The reserve with title The Scholar and the State: Fiction as Political Discourse in Late Imperial China has a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.

Paul Mendosa:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Scholar and the State: Fiction as Political Discourse in Late Imperial
China why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Judy Sigmund:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. The Scholar and the State: Fiction as Political Discourse in Late Imperial China can be your answer
as it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Donald White:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is The Scholar and the State: Fiction as Political Discourse in Late Imperial China.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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