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Phoenix, Arizona is one of America's fastest growing metropolitan regions. It is also its least sustainable one,
sprawling over a thousand square miles, with a population of four and a half million, minimal rainfall,
scorching heat, and an insatiable appetite for unrestrained growth and unrestricted property rights.

In Bird on Fire, eminent social and cultural analyst Andrew Ross focuses on the prospects for sustainability
in Phoenix--a city in the bull's eye of global warming--and also the obstacles that stand in the way. Most
authors writing on sustainable cities look at places like Portland, Seattle, and New York that have excellent
public transit systems and relatively high density. But Ross contends that if we can't change the game in fast-
growing, low-density cities like Phoenix, the whole movement has a major problem. Drawing on interviews
with 200 influential residents--from state legislators, urban planners, developers, and green business
advocates to civil rights champions, energy lobbyists, solar entrepreneurs, and community activists--Ross
argues that if Phoenix is ever to become sustainable, it will occur more through political and social change
than through technological fixes. Ross explains how Arizona's increasingly xenophobic immigration laws,
science-denying legislature, and growth-at-all-costs business ethic have perpetuated social injustice and
environmental degradation. But he also highlights the positive changes happening in Phoenix, in particular
the Gila River Indian Community's successful struggle to win back its water rights, potentially shifting
resources away from new housing developments to producing healthy local food for the people of the
Phoenix Basin. Ross argues that this victory may serve as a new model for how green democracy can work,
redressing the claims of those who have been aggrieved in a way that creates long-term benefits for all.

Bird on Fire offers a compelling take on one of the pressing issues of our time--finding pathways to
sustainability at a time when governments are dismally failing their responsibility to address climate change.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City.

Eula Hunter:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least
Sustainable City. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
study.

James Stewart:

The book Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a book Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least
Sustainable City. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Steven Resnick:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Bird on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least
Sustainable City can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Bird
on Fire: Lessons from the World's Least Sustainable City.
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