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The Ballad of Reading Gaol is apoem by Oscar Wilde, written in exile either in Berneval-le-Grand or in
Dieppe, France, after his release from Reading Gaol in 1897. Wilde had been incarcerated in Reading after
being convicted of homosexual offencesin 1895. During hisimprisonment, a hanging took place. Charles
Thomas Wooldridge had been atrooper in the Royal Horse Guards. He was convicted of cutting the throat of
hiswife, Laura Ellen. He was aged 30 when executed. Wilde spent mid-1897 with Robert Rossin Berneval-
le-Grand, where he wrote The Ballad of Reading Gaol. The poem narrates the execution of Wooldridge. No
attempt is made to assess the justice of the laws which convicted them, but rather the poem highlights the
brutalisation of the punishment that all convicts share. The poem consists of 109 stanzas of 6 lines. A version
with only 63 of the stanzas, and allegedly based on the original draft, was included in the posthumous
editions of Wilde's poetry edited by Robert Ross, "for the benefit of reciters and their audiences who have
found the entire poem too long for declamation.” Both versions are included here.
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From reader reviews:
Russell Wade:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Ballad of
Reading Gaol book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Stephanie Gilley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or
novel. Typicaly the The Ballad of Reading Gaol is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Francisco M organ:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Ballad of Reading Gaol why because the great cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Wayne Hankinson:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is The Ballad of Reading Gaol. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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