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“The storyteller’s gift is my inheritance,” writes Rudolfo Anaya in his essay “Shaman of Words.” Although
he is best known for Bless Me, Ultima and other novels, his writing also takes the form of nonfiction, and in
these 52 essays he draws on both his heritage as a Mexican American and his gift for storytelling. Besides
tackling issues such as censorship, racism, education, and sexual politics, Anaya explores the tragedies and
triumphs of his own life.

Collected here are Anaya’s published essays. Despite his wide acclaim as the founder of Chicano literature,
no previous volume has attempted to gather Anaya’s nonfiction into one edition. A companion to The Man
Who Could Fly and Other Stories, the collection of Anaya’s short stories, The Essays is an essential
anthology for followers of Anaya and those interested in Chicano literature.

Pieces such as “Requiem for a Lowrider,” “La Llorona, El Kookoóee, and Sexuality,” and “An American
Chicano in King Arthur’s Court” take the reader from the llano of eastern New Mexico, where Anaya grew
up, to the barrios of Albuquerque, and from the devastating diving accident that nearly ended his life at
sixteen to the career he has made as an author and teacher. The point is not autobiography, although a life
story is told, nor is it advocacy, although Anaya argues persuasively for cultural change. Instead, the author
provides shrewd commentary on modern America in all its complexity. All the while, he employs the
elegant, poetic voice and the interweaving of myth and folklore that inspire his fiction. “Stories reveal our
human nature and thus become powerful tools for insight and revelation,” writes Anaya. This collection of
prose offers abundant new insight and revelation.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

Here thing why this particular The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the
Americas series) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no book that similar with The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series). It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Charles Anthony:

The reason? Because this The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Patrick Richards:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Essays (Chicana and
Chicano Visions of the Americas series) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Joseph Herbst:

You may get this The Essays (Chicana and Chicano Visions of the Americas series) by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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