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Bread and circuses were what the Romans demanded of their emperors, and for more than 500 years
spectacular events in amphitheaters, circuses, and theaters were the most important leisure activities of the
masses in all parts of the Roman empire. In Rome itself, public holidays featuring magnificent and costly
shows occupied more than half the year. Comedies and tragedies, pantomimes and bawdy folk plays were
staged in the theaters, while in the arena of the Colosseum, opened in a.d. 80, gladiators fought in pairs or
with wild animals to satisfy the blood lust of the crowd, and hundreds of thousands of race-goers packed the
stands of the Circus Maximus to enjoy the thrills of chariot racing.

The organization of games came to be part and parcel of electioneering in towns and cities and was
increasingly used as a means to consolidate the power of the reigning emperor. Like the sports stars of today,
the top gladiators, charioteers, and actors were folk heroes, and the power of their universal appeal was
recognized and exploited by politicians and emperors alike.

Two thousand years later, the Roman games may seem remote, but, as this superbly illustrated book shows,
they satisfied the same need for excitement and hero-worship that gives rise to the intense media coverage of
sports in our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Precisely why? Because this Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Chris Bynum:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome can be your answer because it can be read
by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Theodore Stewart:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list will be Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Gary Lafountain:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Gladiators and
Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome. You can more pleasing than now.
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