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Modernity Disavowed is a pathbreaking study of the cultural, political, and philosophical significance of the
Haitian Revolution (1791–1804). Revealing how the radical antislavery politics of this seminal event have
been suppressed and ignored in historical and cultural records over the past two hundred years, Sibylle
Fischer contends that revolutionary antislavery and its subsequent disavowal are central to the formation and
understanding of Western modernity. She develops a powerful argument that the denial of revolutionary
antislavery eventually became a crucial ingredient in a range of hegemonic thought, including Creole
nationalism in the Caribbean and G. W. F. Hegel’s master-slave dialectic.

Fischer draws on history, literary scholarship, political theory, philosophy, and psychoanalytic theory to
examine a range of material, including Haitian political and legal documents and nineteenth-century Cuban
and Dominican literature and art. She demonstrates that at a time when racial taxonomies were beginning to
mutate into scientific racism and racist biology, the Haitian revolutionaries recognized the question of race as
political. Yet, as the cultural records of neighboring Cuba and the Dominican Republic show, the story of the
Haitian Revolution has been told as one outside politics and beyond human language, as a tale of barbarism
and unspeakable violence. From the time of the revolution onward, the story has been confined to the
margins of history: to rumors, oral histories, and confidential letters. Fischer maintains that without
accounting for revolutionary antislavery and its subsequent disavowal, Western modernity—including its
hierarchy of values, depoliticization of social goals having to do with racial differences, and privileging of
claims of national sovereignty—cannot be fully understood.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Kline:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the
Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin Center Book) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Federico Hayward:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need that Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in
the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin Center Book) to read.

Debra Davin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the
Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin Center Book) book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sylvia Ferland:

The book Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope
Franklin Center Book) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The
book Modernity Disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of Revolution (John Hope Franklin
Center Book) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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