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In a pathbreaking study of a major state prison, Michigan's Jackson State Penitentiary during the middle
years of this century, Charles Bright addresses several aspects of the history and theory of punishment. The
study is an institutional history of an American penitentiary, concerned with how a carceral regime was
organized and maintained, how prisoners were treated and involved in the creation of a regime of order and
how penal practices were explained and defended in public. In addition, it is a meditation upon punishment
in modern society and a critical engagement with prevailing theories of punishment coming out of liberal,
Marxist and post structuralist traditions. Deploying theory critically in a historic narrative, it applies new,
relational theories of power to political institutions and practices. Finally, in studying the history of the
Jackson prison, Bright provides a rich account, full of villains and a few heroes, of state politics in Michigan
during a period of rapid transition between the 1920s to the 1950s.

The book will be of direct relevance to criminologists and scholars of punishment, and to historians
concerned with the history of punishment and prisons in the United States. It will also be useful to political
scientists and historians concerned with exploring new approaches to the study of power and with the
transformation of state politics in the 1930s and 1940s. Finally Bright tells a story which will fascinate
students of modern Michigan history.

Charles Bright is a historian and Lecturer at the Residential College of the University of Michigan.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique McLean:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Alongside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Powers that Punish: Prison and Politics in the Era of the
"Big House", 1920-1955 (Law, Meaning, and Violence) will make you to become smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Leona Tidwell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Powers that Punish: Prison and Politics in the Era of
the "Big House", 1920-1955 (Law, Meaning, and Violence) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

James Stevens:

This book untitled The Powers that Punish: Prison and Politics in the Era of the "Big House", 1920-1955
(Law, Meaning, and Violence) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past
this guide from your list.

Heather Garcia:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in
your reading list is The Powers that Punish: Prison and Politics in the Era of the "Big House", 1920-1955
(Law, Meaning, and Violence). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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