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Shooting Up: A Short History of Drugs and War examines how intoxicants have been put to the service of
states, empires and their armies throughout history. Since the beginning of organized combat, armed forces
have prescribed drugs to their members for two general purposes: to enhance performance during combat
and to counter the trauma of killing and witnessing violence after it is over. Stimulants (e.g. alcohol, cocaine,
and amphetamines) have been used to temporarily create better soldiers by that improving stamina,
overcoming sleeplessness, eliminating fatigue, and increasing fighting spirit. Downers (e.g. alcohol, opiates,
morphine, heroin, marijuana, barbiturates) have also been useful in dealing with the soldier's greatest enemy
- shattered nerves. Kamienski's focuses on drugs "prescribed" by military authorities, but also documents the
widespread unauthorised consumption by soldiers themselves. Combatants have always treated with various
drugs and alcohol, mainly for recreational use and as a reward to themselves for enduring the constant
tension of preparing for. Although not officially approved, such "self-medication" is often been quietly
tolerated by commanders in so far as it did not affect combat effectiveness. This volume spans the history of
combat from the use of opium, coca, and mushrooms in pre-modern warfare to the efforts of modern
militaries, during the Cold War in particular, to design psychochemical offensive weapons that can be used
to incapacitate rather than to kill the enemy. Along the way, Kamienski provides fascinating coverage of on
the European adoption of hashish during Napolean's invasion of Egypt, opium use during the American Civil
War, amphetamines in the Third Reich, and the use of narcotics to control child soldiers in the rebel militias
of contemporary Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Shooting Up: A Short
History of Drugs and War book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Lorraine Cox:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Shooting Up: A Short History of Drugs and
War is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Cheri Adamo:

The experience that you get from Shooting Up: A Short History of Drugs and War may be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Shooting Up: A Short History of Drugs and War giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Shooting
Up: A Short History of Drugs and War instantly.

Frank Tye:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Shooting Up: A Short History of Drugs and
War can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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